America-Nepal Friendship Society, Inc.

c/o 14 Deer Hill Lane, Scarsdale, NY 10583
email: binodshah@yahoo.com ** website: www.anfsusa.org

PRESS RELEASE CONTACT: Dr. Binod Shah, President
For Immediate Release binodshah@yahoo.com

Bijaya Thapa, General Secretary
thapab@un.org

April 17, 2011 (New York): Americ&lepal Friendship Suety, Inc. (ANFS) organized a social and

cultural evento celebrate the arrival of Nepali New Year 2068 on April 16, 2011 in New Gibyk This
celebration was a part of ANFSG6s |l ong tradition
in the United States of America.

ANFS, founded nearly 28 years age,an association of individuals engaged in bringing the people of the
United States and Nepal closer together in understanding, appreciation, and cooperation.-fois a not
profit, and mnpolitical organization devoted to cultural, educational, and paffie'sand to discussions,
exchangesand studies in the area of vital interests to both people.

Extending their New Year greetings to Nepati the United States of Americhlepal ad around the

world, dignitariesand ANFS leaderkighlighted the importance of such cultural programming not just for
entertainment purpose, but more importantly for preseMNiggglitraditions and educating American
friends of Nepalltuadheadgage. Nepal 6s rich cu
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His Excellency Gyan Chandra Acharya, the Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United Nations,
exteneédNew Year 2068 B. S. greetings to all Nepali®\merica,Nepal and around the world He

stressed thdiecaus Nepali cultureconcerns Nepali identityit is critical to preserve, promote, and
celebrateNepaliculturalevents such as the Nepali New Yea&imilarly, Dr. Rajendra Pradhan, the

Chair of the Board ofdvisors ofANFS, stated that Nepali peoplelua their cultures and traditions and
therefore, this event was a nitsermaitnents ¢ prederveAHemR.S 6 s

(Speakers from top clockwise: His Excellency Gyan Chandra Acharya, Dr. RajendraRradh
Andrew Burtless and Dr. Binod Shah)

Highlighting the accomplishments of the organization, Dr. Binod Shah, Presid®NES statel that the
Societyhas been woikg with local Nepali communitiebBy supporing community programming and
aiding variouslevelopment projects in Nepfalr along time Headdedthat ANFS was considering

| aunching a scholarship program to support the
Certificate (SLC) examinations thefuture. Andrew Burtless, the Firsidé President of ANFS
highlighted the underlying goals of the organizatiéte further added that the purpose of ANFS twas
bring the people of the United States and Nepal closer together in understanding, appreciation, and
cooperation.Other speakersho extended their Nepali New Yegrieetings include®ibya Ratna Hada,
FoundingANFS President an&amal KarkiandMuna Belbasgpast Presideadf the Society.Other
dignitaries in audience also included Mrs. Acharya, Shanker Bairagi, Deputy PermagoreseR&tive of
Nepal to the United Nations and Mrs. Bairggiephen Adlphus, Vice Chair of ANFS, Senior Artists
Basanta Shrestha and Laxmi Shrestha, Vijaya Nakarmi, Shiva Kumar Rai, General Secretary of NRN
NCC USA and President of Federation of Indiges People of Nepal in America; Aditya Maharjan,
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President of New York Newa GutiiRam Raj Chhetri, President of New York Kala Maaadkl many
other local community leadeasd members of the Nepali media.

ANFS also honorea select gpup ofindividuals for their outstanding community service and long
suport. Muna Belbase, Ram Raj Chhegshab SeadjandUjjal Karki were honored with ANFS
Community Service AwardsN e p a | 6 sDarica DirectosBasanta Shrestha, Popular Artigtria
Shrestha, Dibya Ratna Hada, Kamal Karki, Shiva Kumar Rai amemngothers recognized on the
occasion
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(Honorees from top clockwigdrs. Muna Belbase, Mr. Keshab Raj Seadie, Mr. Ujjal Karkil Mr. Ram Raj Chhet}i
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