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April 17, 2011 (New York): America Nepal Friendship Society, Inc. (ANFS) organized a social and 

cultural event to celebrate the arrival of Nepali New Year 2068 on April 16, 2011 in New York City.  This 

celebration was a part of ANFSôs long tradition in preserving and promoting Nepali culture and tradition 

in the United States of America.  

 

ANFS, founded nearly 28 years ago, is an association of individuals engaged in bringing the people of the 

United States and Nepal closer together in understanding, appreciation, and cooperation. It is a not-for-

profit, and nonpolitical organization devoted to cultural, educational, and public affairs and to discussions, 

exchanges, and studies in the area of vital interests to both people. 

 

Extending their New Year greetings to Nepalis in the United States of America, Nepal and around the 

world, dignitaries and ANFS leaders highlighted the importance of such cultural programming not just for 

entertainment purpose, but more importantly for preserving Nepali traditions and educating American 

friends of Nepal about Nepalôs rich cultural heritage.  
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His Excellency Gyan Chandra Acharya, the Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United Nations, 

extended New Year 2068 B. S. greetings to all Nepalis in America, Nepal, and around the world.   He 

stressed that because Nepali culture concerns Nepali identity,  it is critical  to preserve, promote, and 

celebrate Nepali cultural events such as the Nepali New Year.  . Similarly, Dr. Rajendra Pradhan, the 

Chair of the Board of Advisors of ANFS, stated that Nepali people value their cultures and traditions and 

therefore, this event was an example of ANFSôs long tradition about its commitments to preserve them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Speakers from top clockwise: His Excellency Gyan Chandra Acharya, Dr. Rajendra Pradhan,  

Andrew Burtless and Dr. Binod Shah) 

 

 

Highlighting the accomplishments of the organization, Dr. Binod Shah, President of ANFS stated that the 

Society has been working with local Nepali communities by supporting community programming and 

aiding various development projects in Nepal for a long time. He added that ANFS was considering 

launching a scholarship program to support the education of those who top Nepaliôs School Leaving 

Certificate (SLC) examinations in the future.  Andrew Burtless, the First Vice President of ANFS 

highlighted the underlying goals of the organization.  He further added that the purpose of ANFS was to 

bring the people of the United States and Nepal closer together in understanding, appreciation, and 

cooperation.  Other speakers who extended their Nepali New Year greetings included Dibya Ratna Hada, 

Founding ANFS President and Kamal Karki and Muna Belbase, past Presidents of the Society.  Other 

dignitaries in audience also included Mrs. Acharya, Shanker Bairagi, Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Nepal to the United Nations and Mrs. Bairagi, Stephen Adolphus, Vice Chair of ANFS, Senior Artists 

Basanta Shrestha and Laxmi Shrestha, Vijaya Nakarmi, Shiva Kumar Rai, General Secretary of NRN 

NCC USA and President of Federation of Indigenous People of Nepal in America; Aditya Maharjan,  

 



Niraula/04/17/2011 

 

President of New York Newa Guthi, Ram Raj Chhetri, President of New York Kala Manch and many 

other local community leaders and members of the Nepali media.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANFS also honored a select group of individuals for their outstanding community service and long 

support.  Muna Belbase, Ram Raj Chhetri, Keshab Seadie, and Ujjal Karki were honored with ANFS 

Community Service Awards.  Nepalôs famous Dance Director Basanta Shrestha, Popular Artist Laxmi 

Shrestha, Dibya Ratna Hada, Kamal Karki, Shiva Kumar Rai were among others recognized on the 

occasion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Honorees from top clockwise-Mrs. Muna Belbase, Mr. Keshab Raj Seadie, Mr. Ujjal Karki and Mr. Ram Raj Chhetri) 


